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The news: The social app Gas, which has at times supplanted TikTok and BeReal in App Store

downloads, has been purchased by Discord.

Gas’ small staff (founder Nikita Bier said in October the team was four people) will maintain

the app and become part of the broader Discord team.
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How Gas works: Teenagers have recently grown fond of the poll-based software, which

enables friends to complement one another.

Why it matters: This is part of Discord’s larger and ongoing initiative to target communities

and users beyond gaming. The company netted $100 million in funding in 2020 with a major

goal of branching out beyond the gaming industry; the platform has since focused on non-

gaming creators and communities.

Gas attracted more than 1 million daily active users and 30,000 new users per hour in

October; by December, the company had reached $6 million in sales and achieved 10 million

downloads, according to Bier.

The app is made for anonymous compliments and affirmations—"gassing up" friends, in teen

parlance.

Users can vote for the student who isn't scared to get in trouble or the most attractive person

they've ever met in polls on Gas.

Discord has benefited of late from the turmoil surrounding Elon Musk’s Twitter acquisition

and the dismantling of its gaming team. A not-insignificant number of Twitter users are

putting their Discord handles on their profiles as they say farewell to checking Twitter.

While Discord already performs well with teenagers, its leadership will likely look to the Gas

team for suggestions on how to enhance its own software and connect with new communities.

https://content-na1.emarketer.com/twitter-s-year-of-turmoil-unpredictable-future?_ga=2.42235109.1752751260.1673975740-657633266.1664761687&_gl=1*n8sl8k*_ga*NjU3NjMzMjY2LjE2NjQ3NjE2ODc.*_ga_XXYLHB9SXG*MTY2OTEyNzc4NC4xMDIuMS4xNjY5MTI3Nzg0LjAuMC4w
https://content-na1.emarketer.com/twitter-kills-its-gaming-focus-that-community-migrate-discord-youtube-tiktok
https://content-na1.emarketer.com/discord-mastodon-become-safe-havens-amid-twitter-upheaval
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Go further: We predicted Gas would be a social media app to watch in our Social Media

Trends to Watch for 2023 report. Read it here.

https://content-na1.emarketer.com/social-media-trends-watch-2023

