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Intel wins $1.2B EU
antitrust suit, marking
first win against
European Commission in
20 years
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The news: Intel has won a rare and historic victory over the European Commission in its $1.2
billion competition case. The EU General Court ruled that regulators made key errors in their

2009 decision over Intel’s rebates to PC makers. Those allegations claimed that the rebates

boxed out rival AMD.

How we got here: In 2009, the EU fined Intel 4% of the company’s $37.6 billion in sales—the

biggest antitrust fine levied at the time, per Bloomberg.

What’s next? Intel’s victory could signal other companies facing antitrust cases in the EU to

go to court. Various companies investigated for monopoly abuse have opted not to fight their

cases hard since the EU had not lost a monopoly case in two decades.

The EC found evidence that Intel hindered competition by giving rebates to PC

manufacturers from 2002 until 2005 if they bought 95% of PC processors from Intel.

The commission said Intel also imposed “restrictive conditions” for the remaining 5% of chips

supplied by AMD, which made it impossible to compete with Intel.

Intel appealed the decision for lack of su�cient evidence, which the EU rejected in 2014. 

Another appeal in 2017 resulted in Intel imploring judges to approach the case anew and

consider evidence more closely.

The EC’s ruling can be appealed one more time, but Intel’s victory could go a long way to push

Big Tech companies in similar antitrust predicaments to appeal.

This loss by the EU’s top court comes at a time of heightened antitrust regulation, with

Google, Facebook, and Amazon embroiled in similar antitrust battles with the EU. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-26/intel-wins-eu-court-bid-to-annul-1-2-billion-antitrust-fine?srnd=technology-vp
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-09-03/intel-s-billion-euro-fight-puts-eu-s-winning-streak-in-jeopardy
https://content-na2.emarketer.com/google-loses-appeal-over-record-breaking-2-8-billion-eu-antitrust-fine
https://content-na2.emarketer.com/facebook-faces-coordinated-antitrust-probe-eu-uk
https://content-na2.emarketer.com/amazon-s-record-eu-privacy-fine-may-just-start

