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Universal Music Group is
pulling its catalog from
TikTok
Article

The news: Universal Music Group (UMG) has pulled all its music from TikTok after the two

companies reached a stalemate in negotiating a new licensing deal. The app has lost access to

songs from some of the world’s most popular musicians, including Taylor Swift and Bad
Bunny.

https://www.universalmusic.com/an-open-letter-to-the-artist-and-songwriter-community-why-we-must-call-time-out-on-tiktok/
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Line in the sand: Despite its relatively short lifespan so far, TikTok has become a pivotal

fixture of the music industry as a hit generator that’s an important part of music labels’

publicity e�orts.

Con�ict points: The primary disagreement between UMG and TikTok appears to be over

licensing fees, but other moves from the social media company may have stirred the pot.

Our take: UMG’s move is unlikely to hurt usage of TikTok, but it’s a sign that the music industry

is trying to use its leverage to negotiate more favorable deals as well as put up roadblocks to

The music label said TikTok did not o�er satisfactory compensation for artists, saying it

proposed a “fraction of the rate” that comparable platforms pay. In response, TikTok claimed

that UMG’s threat showed that it’s prioritizing “greed” over “the interests of artists and

songwriters.”

UMG also took a jab at some of TikTok’s controversies, claiming part of its decision was

fueled by a lack of protection against “the harmful e�ects of AI” and the “tidal wave of hate

speech, bigotry, bullying, and harassment on the platform.”

But UMG’s statement shows that the music industry powerhouse believes itself to be the more

powerful party since it owns the rights to popular music that users want to toy with.

Approximately 60% of TikTok videos use music, per CNBC; the app won’t exactly stop in its

tracks because popular music is made unavailable. Users may be upset by the change and

could miss popular tracks, but it’s unlikely to stop their regular use of the app.

UMG isn’t likely to be backed up by its music industry cohorts. Last summer, Warner Music

signed a multiyear contract giving TikTok access to its music library.

TikTok is testing an AI-powered music generator allowing users to create their own songs and

lyrics via a prompt (a feature initially launched by YouTube).

UMG, on the other hand, has put up fierce opposition to artificial intelligence. The company

criticized music platforms for failing to protect artists from AI last spring and recently sued

Amazon-backed AI firm Anthropic for allegedly infringing on its copyright by including song

lyrics in its large language model.

Other complaints against TikTok, like bullying and harassment, make for tidy additions to

UMG’s stance against the company. TikTok is currently facing potential bans in several states

amid growing concern about the app’s ties to China and impact on teen mental health.

https://content-na1.emarketer.com/tiktok-music-expands-new-markets-inks-major-deal-warner-music-group
https://content-na1.emarketer.com/tiktok-follows-youtube-s-footsteps-with-ai-music-creation-tool
https://content-na1.emarketer.com/universal-music-group-clashes-with-spotify-apple-music-over-ai-audio-deepfakes
https://content-na1.emarketer.com/music-publishers-sue-amazon-backed-ai-firm-anthropic-copyright-infringement?_gl=1*1334w41*_ga*MjA5NTYxMjYyMi4xNjgzNzQyNTMz*_ga_XXYLHB9SXG*MTcwNjczMjg3Mi41NDYuMS4xNzA2NzMzNDcxLjU0LjAuMA..*_gcl_au*MTM3MjIyODA0Mi4xNzAxMjAxODY3LjIwODE2NjM1MjMuMTcwNjczMjg3MS4xNzA2NzMzNDY5
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AI features that it believes are a risk to its business and intellectual properties.


