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Amazon backs lobbying
coalition opposing tech
regulation

Article

The news: The Competitiveness Coalition (CC), a grassroots advocate for American
taxpayers, is targeting legislation against Big Tech, and it’s being funded in part by Amazon,
per Bloomberg.

Big Tech’s multipronged approach to lobbying: Led by Scott Brown, a former Republican
senator from Massachusetts, the CC has received more than $1 million from Amazon,
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-07-14/amazon-secretly-funds-new-coalition-opposing-tech-regulation

according to three sources.

Under federal law, advocacy organizations aren't compelled to reveal the names of their
donors.

" This news comes almost a year after the Internet Association, Big Tech’'s most influential
lobbying group folded.

* The CC’s mandate, per Brown, is to counter “the grave threat to U.S. competitiveness as
politicians in Washington work to pass a series of dangerous bills that represent nothing more
than a power grab and expansion of government.”

" The coalition hasrun a TV ad campaign and op-eds opposing regulation measures.

* Like Amazon, Google, Apple, and other dominant Big Tech companies have lobbied against
the proposed laws, saying that, if enacted, it would be difficult for them to offer services
popular with consumers.

* Similarly, Google reinforced an anti-regulation agenda through millions of marketers and small
business owners by claiming that proposed legislation would make it hard to find their
businesses online.

The big picture: Lobbying both for and against Big Tech legislation is intensifying as the
Senate enters a critical month for antitrust legislation, per The Hill.

" Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer needs to decide whether to prioritize regulatory
measures against Big Tech over other key bills before the August recess.

* The American Innovation and Choice Online (AICO) Act and The Open App Markets Act
advanced out of the Senate Judiciary Committee in March. But momentum has stalled as

industry lobbyists have overwhelmed senators with emails, calls, meetings, and ad blitzes in
opposition.

What's next? Amazon funding the Competitiveness Coalition is just the latest example of Big
Tech's multipronged approach to battle regulation. While employing top-shelf lobbying firms
might fall short of intended results, a chorus of dissent from advocacy organizations could
force lawmakers to rethink regulation.

INSIDER eMarketer

INTELLIGENCE Copyright © 2022, Insider Intelligence Inc. All rights reserved. Page 2


https://thehill.com/policy/cybersecurity/overnights/3546870-hillicon-valley-lobbyists-dig-in-on-big-tech-bills/
https://content-na1.emarketer.com/big-tech-s-biggest-lobbyist-firm-falling-apart
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROne5g2CVIk]
https://twitter.com/CompCoalition/status/1537472314878697473?s=20&t=c_zNMM2wg7oaMC9Hq2XlWg
https://content-na2.emarketer.com/big-tech-lobbying-spend-aimed-shaping-industry-s-future
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-12-03/big-tech-and-antitrust-champions-vie-over-small-business-claims
https://content-na1.emarketer.com/doj-backs-senate-bill-regulate-big-tech-platforms
https://content-na1.emarketer.com/global-scrutiny-on-app-store-duopoly-could-fuel-open-markets-act-momentum

How Do US Adults Think the Government Should
Change Its Regulation of Big Technology
Companies?

% of respondents, Aug 2019 & Feb 2021

Increase

48%
57%

Decrease
40%
28%
No change
10%
13%
B Aug 1-14, 2019 M Jan 21-Feb 2, 2021

Note: ages 18+; eq, Amazon, Facebook, Google; responses of “no opinion” not shown
Source: Gallup as cited in company blog, Feb 18, 2021

264156 eMarketer | Insiderintalligence.com

INSIDER eMarketer

INTELLIGENCE Copyright © 2022, Insider Intelligence Inc. All rights reserved. Page 3



