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More than 1 in 5 US adults
can’t a�ord prescription
drugs
Article

For more insights and key statistics on the biggest trends in today's most disruptive

industries, subscribe to our Chart of the Day newsletter.

Over the past year, 22% of US adults have had to forgo prescription medications due to the

cost. About one-quarter needed to see a doctor but could not a�ord it.

https://www.businessinsider.com/intelligence/chart-of-the-day-newsletter?IR=T&itm_source=insiderintelligence&itm_medium=inline_cotd&itm_content=chart-of-the-day-newsletter
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Beyond the chart: Between 1980 and 2018, US prescription drug spending increased by

more than 10 times after adjustments for inflation, per the Congressional Budget O�ce.

Among US adults who’d made healthcare changes due to drug costs, 18.7% delayed getting a

refill and 16.4% rationed their medication, according to a February 2021 GoodRx study.
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