
Copyright © 2023, Insider Intelligence Inc. All rights reserved. Page 1

APR 11

Jacob Bourne

Enormous Pentagon leak
puts Discord, Twitter, and
Telegram in the spotlight
Article

The news: Social media platforms Discord, Telegram, and Twitter are a focal point for one of

the most significant classified document leaks in recent US history.

More than 50 US Secret and Top Secret classified documents were leaked to Discord in

January and were only discovered by o�cials in April after the documents migrated to

https://content-na1.emarketer.com/discord-mastodon-become-safe-havens-amid-twitter-upheaval
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Geopolitical implications: The documents contain sensitive information about the Ukrainian

military and might also contain details about conversations the US had with o�cials in Israel

and South Korea pertaining to the war in Ukraine.

Social media consequences: The incident is the latest blow to social media companies that

already have all-time low public trust ratings.

Telegram, per The Wall Street Journal.

As of Monday, the documents were still viewable on Twitter due to a lack of content

moderation policies governing classified data, and they will likely continue to be available on

Telegram because it operates outside the US, per CNN.

The exposure could warrant strategic changes on the front lines in Ukraine.

It could also undermine con�dence in the US among world leaders who might question the

internal handling of classified information that involves their nations’ interests.

Twitter CEO Elon Musk’s flippant reaction to the incident, along with the more general lack of

policies regarding classified documents, will likely take social media scrutiny to a new level.

The federal government’s initial tasks will be identifying who’s responsible for the leak and

containing the fallout. However, we might see an increased appetite for tech regulation.

We can expect more government surveillance of platforms, which will spur digital privacy

concerns.

Social media companies could get a better handle on the issue by revamping policies and

hiring more domestic employees for safety teams to promptly respond to abuses on their

platforms.

https://content-na1.emarketer.com/social-media-safety-hit-new-low-public-perception-platforms-reverse-trend
https://www.wsj.com/articles/pentagon-leak-classified-intelligence-documents-takeaways-6dd576b8?mod=article_inline
https://www.cnn.com/2023/04/10/politics/leaked-pentagon-documents-linger-social-media/index.html
https://content-na1.emarketer.com/pentagon-data-stored-microsoft-s-cloud-server-gets-exposed
https://twitter.com/elonmusk/status/1644174878382215170
https://content-na1.emarketer.com/3-supreme-court-cases-could-upend-social-media-s-playbook
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