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T-Mobile, SpaceX team
up for satellite texting
service

Article

The news: T-Mobile opened registration to its customers for a free beta test of its satellite
text-messaging service in partnership with SpaceX’s Starlink. A commercial rollout is

expected in 2025.

T-Mobile stated that 300 Starlink low-Earth orbit satellites will cover service for 500,000
square miles of land in the US that isn't reachable by cell towers, per Ars Technica. SpaceX has
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https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2024/12/t-mobile-opens-beta-registration-for-starlink-enabled-cell-phone-service/

a spectrum lease agreement with T-Mobile that covers all 50 states and Puerto Rico.

Why it’s worth watching: Starlink and T-Mobile have been testing their satellite connectivity
since earlier this year.

* The most significant challenge for SpaceX was maintaining a stable connection due to the
satellites’ 17,000 mph orbit around Earth.

" SpaceX designed a system for seamless signal handoffs, mirroring the efficiency of terrestrial
cell towers.

iPhone 14 and newer models have satellite texting through partnerships with Globalstar and

SpaceX. Although Apple markets it as an SOS feature for emergencies such as being lost
outside of network range.

Satellite texting for a price: While the iPhone 14 and later models have a custom antenna that
can connect to satellites, T-Mobil€e’s service “is expected to work with most modern mobile
phones, but could work best with select smartphones,” T-Mobile said.

T-Mobile is also expected to offer satellite calling and data services “coming in the future,” a
move that could compel upgrades to existing smartphone plans and entice subscribers of
competing networks.

Our take: For network providers looking to expand service as 5G buildouts slow down,
adding satellite connectivity could drive subscriptions and retain users shopping around for
better phone and data plans.

The market remains untested for long-term revenue potential from satellite-based
connectivity services.

= ‘ EMARKETER Copyright © 2024, EMARKETER Inc. All rights reserved. Page 2


https://content-na1.emarketer.com/t-mobile--spacex-fcc-approval-expand-coverage-dead-zones
https://content-na1.emarketer.com/globalstar-spacex-s-satellite-alliance-gives-apple-sos-edge

Starlink Satellite Metwaork

® 8 8 8 8 B 8 &

Netwark

(Source: Starlink)

This article is part of EMARKETER's client-only subscription Briefings—daily newsletters
authored by industry analysts who are experts in marketing, advertising, media, and tech
trends. To help you finish 2024 strong, and start 2025 off on the right foot, articles like this
one—delivering the latest news and insights—are completely free through January 31, 2025.
If you want to learn how to get insights like these delivered to your inbox every day, and get
access to our data-driven forecasts, reports, and industry benchmarks, schedule a demo with

our sales team.
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