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Biden’s executive order
takes aim at Big Tech
mergers and restoring net
neutrality
Article

The news: President Joe Biden signed a sweeping executive order last week featuring 72

initiatives, some of which target corporate mergers, user privacy and data gathering
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practices, and propose wider access to a�ordable broadband internet, per Ars Technica. A

White House fact sheet reveals the impetus for the order is the accelerated corporate
consolidation across various industries. This, in turn, has resulted in a lack of competition and

led to monopolies that are driving up prices for consumers.

What this means: The proposed order calls for the federal government to establish new rules

that will all require implementation from various agencies like the FCC and the FTC.

What’s next? If successful, Biden’s executive order would make it US policy to analyze the

e�ect of Big Tech mergers on small competitors, better protect consumer privacy, and

scrutinize the ability of tech giants to amass data. It would also take into account the e�ects

that even free products have on competition. This shows a shift in approach to antitrust

policy, which has traditionally focused on anticompetitive companies pushing higher costs

onto consumers.

Parts of the executive order could level the playing field and encourage competition in

various industries as well as keep Big Tech companies in check. The orders will need

considerable agency support and could take time to be crafted into policy.

The order includes 72 initiatives by more than a dozen federal agencies encompassing health

care, limiting non-compete agreements, net neutrality standards, and farmer benefits among

others.

The order calls for establishing new rules governing data collection by big tech companies, as

well as rules "barring unfair methods of competition on internet marketplaces."

President Biden will also establish a White House Competition Council to monitor progress on

finalizing the order’s initiatives, and to coordinate the federal government’s response to the

rising power of large corporations.

The order asks the FCC to restore net neutrality rules and take steps to boost price

transparency and competition in broadband, but first Biden still needs to nominate a fifth

commissioner to break an existing 2-2 partisan deadlock.

https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2021/07/biden-seeks-trustbuster-status-in-push-to-unwind-bad-mergers/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/09/fact-sheet-executive-order-on-promoting-competition-in-the-american-economy/
https://content-na2.emarketer.com/telecoms-one-time-opponents-of-net-neutrality-may-soon-have-change-of-heart-toward-push-federal-standard
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