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EU disagreements on Big
Tech regulations could
dilute regulatory e�orts
while tech giants become
more powerful
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The news: The EU, which has spearheaded landmark regulatory e�orts to rein in Big Tech, is

running into issues getting members to agree on how far to take their antitrust e�orts, per

The Financial Times. 

Why it’s worth watching: Right and left factions of the EU are struggling to agree on the

scope of antitrust measures needed to regulate Big Tech companies. The disputes could

reportedly delay implementation for years.

“It sounded like we had agreed but that is not the case ... at all. We are a long way from having

a common position on this,” said Evelyne Gebhardt, a German MEP.

The problem: Various countries and regions are looking to the EU to lead in regulating Big

Tech, but cracks in the system are beginning to show. 

It was revealed in September that Ireland is the “bottleneck” slowing down the EU’s General

Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) enforcement, exposing the weakness of tasking a handful

of countries to enforce GDPR rules.

What’s next? The US and the EU planned to take a more unified approach in their Big Tech

regulation e�orts and held a meeting last month, per Reuters. If successful, collaboration

between various regulatory bodies could make it harder for US tech companies to fight new

rules.

Last year, Big Tech critics lauded the EU for its Digital Services and Digital Markets acts, “a

radical blueprint for tech regulation that would put onerous responsibilities on the likes of

Google, Facebook, and Amazon to clean up their platforms and ensure fair competition,” per

the Financial Times.

But the measures have since been bogged down in the European Parliament and now risk

being diluted and delayed. There are fears that the rules will not be in place before the EU’s

antitrust policy chief, Margrethe Vestager, leaves her post in three years.

France and Germany have also been pushing their own Big Tech legislative agendas, which

could further undermine the EU’s objective of a single set of rules.

EU legislators failing to agree on Big Tech regulation could prolong delays while companies

like Facebook, Apple, Amazon, and Google continue to grow and amass more power and

control—possibly making it even harder to enact e�ective regulations.

https://content-na2.emarketer.com/ireland-s-failure-enforce-eu-law-against-big-tech-slowing-down-europe-s-gdpr-enforcement
https://www.reuters.com/technology/exclusive-us-eu-look-work-more-closely-regulating-big-tech-summit-2021-09-23/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/12/16/europe-tries-to-set-the-global-narrative-on-regulating-big-tech.html
https://www.ft.com/content/43e5b142-a3ef-4779-aaf0-0f9cc027a896
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/29/technology/big-tech-profits.html
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